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Haggai 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Title, Author, and Date 

 Named for its author, Haggai; thought to mean “festal one”; because of the meaning of his name, it is 

thought he was perhaps born on a feast day 

 Haggai is second shortest book in OT (next to Obadiah) 

 Little is known of Haggai from this book 

 Date of his writing is clear from the book; second year of the Persian King Darius Hystaspes (521-486 BC) 

 Haggai had likely returned to Jerusalem earlier in 538 BC; He is, therefore, a post-exilic prophet, along with 

Zechariah 

Background and Setting 

 Historical Background 

 In 538 BC, after a decree by King Cyrus of Persia, the Israelites were allowed to return to Jerusalem under 

the leadership of Zerubbabel; at that time about 50,000 Jews returned 

 The rebuilding of the temple began in 536 BC, but it was abandoned because of opposition and indifference 

 16 years later, God called the prophets Haggai and Zechariah to stir up the people to not only finish the 

temple, but also get their spiritual priorities in line; the temple was completed four years later 

The Message of the Book of Zephaniah 

 The theme of the book  

 Root cause of the problem in the post-exilic community (cf. 1:4) 

 The people are more concerned about their own wealth, instead of the condition of God’s house 

 Haggai’s exhortation to the people – “Give careful thought to your ways” (1:5–11; 2:15–19) 

 God is withholding his blessing from you because you aren’t fulfilling your responsibility to build the 

temple 

 “I am with you” 

 “I will shake the heavens and the earth”; looking forward to the future time when He will establish His 

kingdom 

 The sermons of Haggai 

 The first message (August 29, 520 B.C.)  (1:1–11) 

 Time to build God’s house 

 Call to repentance (call for change + negative motivation) 

 Word play: direct connection between their destitution and the fact that God’s house is not being 

rebuilt 

 Be very careful about preaching this message today; remember that God is giving this message to the 

nation of Israel, based upon covenant promises; there is a general principle that’s true, but He doesn’t 

necessarily bless them financially in the way we see in this passage 
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 The response to the first message (1:12–15) 

 They started building within three weeks 

 The second message (October 17, 520 B.C.)  (2:1–9) 

 Promise of future glory for the temple 

 Greater than the glory of the former house (Solomon’s house) 

 It couldn’t compare to the wealth used on Solomon’s temple 

 How was that fulfilled? 

 Second temple was destroyed in 70 AD 

 Failed prophecy? 

 During time of Herod years of renovation to the temple in NT era? 

 Temple in Millennial Kingdom (See Ezekiel 40-48) 

 In the NT, Jesus is also presented as the new temple, representing the presence of God in a new 

way 

 The third message (December 18, 520 B.C.)  (2:10–18) 

 Past Israel a defiled people 

 Future: God will pour out his blessing on Israel as his people 

 Scenario # 1 

 If the meat consecrated to God touches the fold of a garment, does that garment become holy?   

 Yes 

 If the garment then touches a third object (bread, stew, wine, or any other food), does the 

third object become holy?  

 No; holiness cannot be transferred in a secondary manner 

 You might be back in the holy land, but that doesn’t make you holy 

 Holiness is a personal issue 

 Scenario # 2 

 If a person touches or comes in contact with a dead body, does that person become 

ceremonially unclean?   

 Yes 

 If the person who has touched a dead body touches a third object, does the third object become 

“defiled” (unclean)? 

 Yes 

 Uncleanness can be transferred secondarily  

 You are defiled because of your priorities, so that everything you do for God is defiled also 

 Nothing that you do for God will ever be pure until you start building the temple 

 The fourth message (December 18, 520 B.C.)  (2:20–23) 

 Promise to Zerubbabel 

 The significance of the “signet ring” (see Jeremiah 22:24–30) 

 Symbol of the king’s authority 

 God promises Zerubbabel that He was restoring the promise that David’s family will reign 
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 Direct reversal of Jer. 22; there had been a curse on the house of David 

 The significance of Zerubbabel 

 Governor of Judah 

 Member of the family of David 

 Not just talking about him, because it starts talking about the kingdom of God 

 Near and far elements; Zerubbabel is immediate fulfillment; ultimately it looks forward to the time 

when Jesus will rule over all nations 

 Concepts for Application 

 The rebuilding of the temple was symbolic of deeper issues;  

 Temple represented God’s dwelling place; rebuilding it represented an invitation for the return of 

God’s glory and presence in the midst of the people (glory had departed in Ezekiel); even in the OT, it 

was not about the actual building, but about the presence and worship of the Lord 

 Individual Christians and the collective church are now the temple of God; He lives within us; we are the 

church, not just when we gather together, but everywhere we go 

 Haggai’s sermons are full of practical applications for today’s Christian 
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